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Decks cleared for I'T-D
campus in Haryana

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The proposal to set up a sec-
ond campus of IIT-Delhi in Haryana was
cleared by the IIT council on Wednesday,
The proposed ‘Extension Centre’, spread
across 100-acre, would have advanced re-
search facilities.

Haryana offered to provideland free of
cost for this project. Sources said the cen-
tre could comme up in Bahadurgarh or its
adjoining areas so that it remains close to
the capital.

Though there were reports of the state
being keen to take the centre to Rohtak, it
has not found favour since the city is far
awayfromthenational capital, “We are as-
sessing where such a chunk can he easily
acquiredfor the institute,” said asenior of-

ficial of the Haryana government,

Surendra Prasad, director, IIT-Delhi,
said, “We were just waiting for the IT
council to approve the second campus be-
fore wecould zeroinonanylocation. Since
the council has now given a go-ahead, we
will start working on finalizing a good lo-
cation."

Established in 1961, the IT-Delhi cam-
pus in Hauz Khas has the smallest area —
320 acre—ascompared toother IITs. A sec-
ond campus was in the offing for the last
many years and even Greater Noida was
once being considered as an ideal place.

Rohtak MP Deepender Singh Hooda,
who attended the meeting, said setting up
of IIT Extension Centre would set a new
benchmark in the development of educa-
tional infrastructure in the state,
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IIT Council wants one test
for engineering colleges

Gives nod to four:fold fee hike at the premier institute

ApiTi Tanoon/T NS

New DeLw, SEPTEMBER 14
The. IIT Council, the
supreme decision-making
body on matters concerning
the premier institute, today
took two major decisions
— one to introduce a single
entrance test for all engi-
neering colleges across
India by 2013 to de-stress
students; another to raise
annual fees at IITs from Rs
50,000 to Rs 2 lakh to
ease the financial burden
on themselves.

At the council meeting
chaired by HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal, it was decided
in principle that from 2013,
admission to all

WHAT IS PROPOSED

1 No JEE for HT entry once the proposal rolls by 2013

1 Single test proposal to be discussed with states

1 Final score to be based on Class Xll, aptitude test scores

i Fee to go up from ¥50,000 to T2 lakh a year in lITs
¥ Students to pay 50,000 annual fee as long as they study

1 Balance fee to be recovered once students find jobs

& Fee hike proposal subject to Finance Ministry’s nod

engineering institutes —
IITs, NITs, state and private
— would happen through a
single test which will
generate a merit list based
on combined weightages of

the Class X marks and.
aptitude test scores of .

, students. The aptitude test
will be part of the national

test and will judge a
student for analytical
abilities and not subject
knowledge. The test
structure has been proposed
by the Ramasamy panel
whose report the
government placed before
the council today.
Continued on page 18
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Sibal explained after the
meeting, “We want to open
all engineering colleges to
the poorest of children and
end the coaching business
which only helps those who
can pay.” The government
has asked experts of the Indi-
an Statistical Institute (ISI),
Kolkata, to evolve a formu-
la whereby Class XII marks
obtained by students across
all 42 boards in India could

. be equalised. “The ISI has

used past data of board -
results of the last four years
to show that equalisation is
possible. We can then decide
what weightage to give to the
Class X1I marks and the apti-
tude test.” The single test
proposal will now be dis-
cussed with states and then
taken to the Central Adviso-
ry Board of Education, the
highest decision-making
body on education in India.
The second decision of the
council is a nod to four-fold
fee hike (from Rs 50,000 to
Rs 2 lakh) at-the IITs. Upon
entry and during study period,
a student would have to pay
the existing Rs 50,000 annu-
al fee. The balance Rs 1.5
lakh will be recovered later
when he gets employed.
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IIT fee set to increase
fourfold from 2013

IIT fee set

to increase
fourfold
from 2013

By PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

'l'he government has decid-
ed to effect a conditional
fourfold increase in the educa-
tion fee for the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (IITs) to
%8 lakh,

The increased amount will,
however, be recovered in a
staggered manner after the
student is employed. For this,
the IITs will enter into a tripar-
tite agreement with the em-
ploying company and the
graduate.

The fee hike, to be imple-
mented from 2013 in all the 15
IITs across the country, will,
however, exclude students be-
longing to scheduled castes/
tribes and other backward
classes with parental income
less than 4.5 lakh per year.

As an incentive, the in-
creased fees will also be
waived for those who skip the
job market and prefer academ-
1CS.

The government has effec-
tively signalled its willingness,
going forward, to do away with
wholesale subsidized educa-
tion.

The decision was taken at
the 1IT council meeting com-
prising officials from the IITs
and human resource develop-
ment (HRD) ministry officials.

“There has been demand for
a blanket increase of fees for
students, but we have decided
not to burden those who are
falling under the underprivi-
leged category,” HRD minister
Kapil Sibal said after the IIT
council meeting in Delhi on
Wednesday. The minister con-
firmed that the increase will
come into effect in two years.

Sibal said that education of
each BTech student costs the
IITs around 38 lakh for the en-
tire four-year period—imply-
ing a subsidy of 6 lakh.

The HRD ministry took its
cue from a government panel,
which recommended an in-
crease in tuition fee for I1T stu-

TURKN TO PAGE 3%
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dents from an annual 350,000
to X2-2.5 lakh (38-10 lakh over
four years) to help the premier
schools improve their stand-
ards, both in terms of physical
and intellectual infrastructure.
At the BTech level, the 1ITs ad-
mit nearly 10,000 students ev-

minister said.

“By 2020, we are planning to
admit at least 10,000 students
in the postgraduate and re-
search category of IITs to boost
the research and development
facility in the country,” Sibal
added. “The move is to make
IITs research-oriented organi-
zations from the current un-

ery year after a dergraduate
national-level Em.——— focus.”
entrance that Currently,
tests around The government has there are
S00.000 cvery effectively signalled 2roynd 1,000
year. its willingness, = these catego-

The IITs will
have an agree-
ment with em-

going forward, to do
away with wholesale ,try

ries, according
to HRD minis-
data.

ployers for re- Experts wel-
aying the ad- e . ed th
dinorat  fees, Subsidized education’ £ ¢
Sibal said. “The fee
“The  mo- should be in

ment the students gets a job,
the institutes will have an ar-
rangement with the employers
to reimburse the extra money
from their salary on an instal-
ment basis,” he said.

The government is creating
an electronic database for all
students to help manage the
system.

Waiving the fee for those
pursuing academics wil} also
help quadruple the faculty
base of the IITs from 4,000 to
16,000 in a decade, besides
giving research a boost, the

line with the cost of education.
Hiking the fee is good as it will
make the IITs financially a lit-
tle better and less dependent
on government funding,” said
Bharat Gulia, senior manager
(education practice} at con-
sulting firm Ernst and Young,

The decision should, howev-
er, be practically implemented
so that employers aren’t dis-
couraged by a complicated
process, he said.

HT students were sceptical
about the decision.

“Many students have family

I
responsibilities. To deduct a
portion of the salary will defi-
nitely pinch,” said an IIT Delhi
student who didn't want to be
named. Another pointed out
that IIT graduates who move
on to management school may
be able to unfairly claim a fee
waiver.

Sibal reiterated that the IIT
council was deliberating on a
single entrance exam for all
engineering colleges by 2013.

“We are examining it, but it
needs the approval of the state
education ministers and the
Central Advisory Board of Edu-
cation,” he said. “We have two
years’ time and hopefully, we
will reach there.”

There may be political resis-
tance from the states against
such a move,

“We will see whether this
single entrance exam is for all
central government-run engi-
neering colleges or all colleges
across the country,” he said.

The various admission tests
include the IIT-Jeint Entrance
Exam (JEE), state-level JEEs,
and a central-level all-India
entrance examination con-
ducted by the Central Board of
Secondary Education for 30
National Institutes of Technol-
ogy and some architecture in-
stitutes in the country.

The council also approved a
new campus for IIT Delhi in
Haryana.

Page 4 of 19
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lIT council moots CET

statesman news service

NEW DELHI, 14 SEPT: The council of
the Indian Institutes of Technology
(ITs), the governing body responsible
for these clite institutes, today pro-
posed a country-wide common exami-
nation and weightage to class XII
marks for admission to undergraduate
programmes in engineering.

But this proposal is subject to clear-
ance by the education sector’s highest
advisory body, Central Advisory
Board of Education (CABE) and state
education ministers. If approved, this
new admission system could be put in
place by 2013-14 academic session.

Confirming the proposal after the -

IITs council’s meeting which stretched
for over five hours, the human resour-
ces development (HRD) minister, Mr
Kapil Sibal, said an all-India merit list
will be prepared based on the com-
bined weightage given to class XII ex-
amination and to 2 common test. The

test will examine a student’s logic and
non-subject matters.

Mr Sibal said weightage would be
given to the marks obtained in class
XII boards after the results are equal-
ised for which Indian Statistical Insti-
tute will put in place a mathematical
formula for equalisation. This formula
will take into account the perform-
ance of students appearing in board
examinations held by both the CBSE
or state boards.

This system is expected to lessen
the burden of multiplicity of competi-
tive examinations and reduces de-
pendency on coaching.

On the issue of hiking tuition fee as
recommended by the Anil Kakodkar
committee, Mr Sibal said “fee would
remain the same at Rs 50,000 per an-
num” but added a student, excluding
8Ts and OBCs, would ‘pay back’ the
amount which is the difference be-
tween the fee deposited and what the
IIT spends on him.

The proposal was to increase this to
Rs 2 lakh. The IIT council was of the
view that apart from Rs 50,000 per an-
num fee, each student should pay Rs
1.5 lakh per year if they get a job with
private sector.

Students who do not obtain any
employment or who proceed for z ca-
reer in research will not be required
to pay the amount.

The council also took note of the
incidents of suicides for varying rea-
sons in IITs and decided to constitute
a task force to suggest remedial meas-
ures after studying the causes of such
occurrences. i

An empowered task force will also
be constituted for implementation of
the recommendations for enhancing
the autonomy of the 1T system and
expand its research output to produce
10,000 PhD graduates annually from
around 1000 presently and increase
faculty strength from around 4000

. presently to 16000 by 2020.
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Common engg
test from 2013

Prasad Nichenametia

= prasad_n®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: If a proposal by the
HRD ministry is accepted by
states, a single entrance exam-
ination will land an engineering
aspirant in an [IT or any of the
street corner technical colleges
that have mushroomed across
in the country, from 2013.

A countrywide common
examination for admission to
undergraduate programmes in
engineering, as recommended
by T Ramasami committee, was
discussed at length in the IIT
council meet on Wednesday.

A single test is something that
students and parents want. On
an average, an engineering aspi-
rant takes three tests — IIT-
JEE for IITs, ATIEEE for NITs
and the state test.

"The burden of multiplicity
of competitive examinations is
causing immense stress, finan-
cial and otherwise on parents
and students .... The proposal...
will reduce dependency on
coaching by aligning to Class 12
syllabus," HRD minister Kapil
Sibal said.

Weightage will be given to a
student’s Class 12 board exam-
inations scores after statistical
normalisation of scores vis-a-
vis performance of students
from other boards — CBSE or
state. Then a single national

The propesal will reduce
dependency on coaching by
ligning to Class 12 syllabu

KAPIL SIBAL
HRD minister

exarnination would be conduct-
ed to test aptitude and advanced
domain knowledge.

Sibal said the proposal —to
be finalised in a month -~ will
be put before the Central Advi-
sory Board for Education and
after taking the states on board,
it will be implemented from
2013-14 academic year.

States like Gujarat expressed
are ready but have riders. "We

~are prepared to tune our +2
course with the National Curr-
ieulum Framework. But CET
should include the [ITs, We also
want the CET to be conducted
in Gujarati also,” Hasmukh
Adbhia, principal secretary, high-
er education, Gujarat told HT.

But officials, academicians
from Andhra Pradesh — hub of
engineering education in the
country — expressed doubts.
"Do we use the same weighing
machine for both gold and iron.
The approach and orientation
to IITs is different. CET will put
a large bunch of students in
same bracket making it difficult
to decide who should enter
which institute," a official said.
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COUNCIL MEET

Four-fold hike

in II'T fees soon

HT Correspondent

W [stters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Institutes
of Technology (TIT) Council on
Wednesday decided on a four
times hike in fees from 2013
onwards for students who are
not from economically and
socially backward classes. But,
the extra fee will have to be paid
once students get a job.

The annual fee that the stu-
dents pay for the four-year
Bachelors of Technology
(BTech) course is 50,000, The
IIT council gave in principle
agreement to increase the fees
to¥21akh per annum from 2013.

The increase in fees will not
be charged during academie
year. “Only when a student is
gainfully employed, except as
faculty or in research, the extra
amount will have to be paid back
in installments,” said HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal.

The decision will impact abo-
ut 25% admissions in IITs. The
increase will not apply to stud-
ents from reserved categories.
The government will also pay
the extra fees for students
whose parents' yearly income
is less than 4.5 lakh,

For the rest, Sibal said, "It
will be responsibility of the
employer to pay back the rem-
aining fees.” Each student will
have a DMAT system, modali-

DECIS!ON WILL IMPACT
ABOUT 25% ADMIS-
SIONS IN IITS. INCREASE
WILL NOT APPLY TO
STUDENTS FROM

(SRREIRHSS

ties will be worked out in the
next one year. ,

The decision is based on the
report of Anil Kakodkar on tak-
ing IITs to Excellence and’
Greater Relevance submitted
in April this year. The panel had
made several recommendations
on providing administrative and
financial autonomy to the ITTs .
which was discussed at the’
council meeting.

The committee recommend-
ed upfront increase in fees
which the council rejected and
decided for the payback system.

The ministry will notify the
final decision only after approval
of the finance ministry. “As the
decision has financial implica-
tions finance ministry’s approval
will be required,” Sibal said.

The council also decided to .
set up a task force to look into
the issue of suicides in the IITs
and recommend preventive
steps to check it. The council
also approved IIT-Dethi's pro-
posal to have extension campus
in the NCR.
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Now common entrance
test for IITs, NITs

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: The Joint Council
of the Indian Institutes of
Technology (1ITs) has decid-
ed to hold a common en-
trance test for admission to
the IITs and National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NITs)
by scrapping the joint en-
trance examination and

agreed “in principle” to hike
the fee for IIT students, but
with some riders. The com-
mon entrance test has been
devised for all engineering
colleges, but will be extended
to others after concurrence of
the States.

Detalls on Page 13
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Now common entrance
test for IITs and NITs

To be implemented for all engineering colleges after
getting the concurrence of the States, says Kapil Sibal

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: The Joint Council

-of the Indian Institutes of

Technology JIT) on Wednes-
day decided to hold acommon
entrance test for admissions
to the IITs and National In-
stitutes of Technology (NITs)
by scrapping the joint en-

trance examination and ‘in.

principle’ agreed to hike the
fee for IIT students, but with
some riders.

The common entrance test
has been devised for all engi-
neering colleges, but would be
extended to others after the
concurrence of the States,

Addressing a press confer-
ence here after the meeting,
Union Human Resource De-
velopment Minister Kapil
Sibal said in order to make the
IIT system accessible and eq-
uitable for all, it had been de-
cided to hold an all-India
commeon test for admission to
all engineering colleges, in-
cluding the HTs, but weight-
age would also be given to the
Class XII marks.

“We have decided there
shall be one exam. Subject to
the clearance of the Central
Advisory Board of Education
committee and subject to the
clearance of the State Minis-
ters, we will try and put that
into operation from 2013,” he
added,

The Board results would be
equalised by a formula to be
devised by the Indian Statisti-
¢al Institute to which the
marks obtained in the com-
mon entrance test, based on
general logic and non-subject
matter, would be added, The
results of the two tests would

Kapil Sibal

be combined for an all-India
merit list that would form the
basis of admission. Initially, it
will be applicable only to the

Centrally administered insti- -

tutes, while State institutes
can join in after elaborate dis-
cussions. .

The Minister said as of now
it appeared that the IITs were
accessible only to the elite and
those who could afford coach-
ing, while there were many
more deserving candidates
who did not have access. A
common entrance with a new
marking pattern would make
it more equitable. “We have
various options but have not
yet decided which one to
adopt to avoid any aberra-
tions in the system.”

The Joint Council also
agreed to raise the fee of IIT
students from Rs. 50,000 a
year to Rs. 2 lakh as recom-
mended by the Kakodkar
Committee, thoughitrejected
the proposal of across the
board hike. The hiked fee
would impact about 25 per
cent students while students
from the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Other
Backward Classes (except the

creamy layer) will continue to
get exemption and alarge per-
centage of students are entit-
led to education loan, “While
agreeing on the proposal to
hike the fee, we have said the
burden on the families should
be minimum and asked them
to work out a mechanism by
which the student would pay
the enhanced amount once he
or she is gainfully employed,”
Mr. Sibal said.

As long as the student is
studying he or she is not ex-
pected to pay, but after get-
ting a job the money will have
to be paid in instalments. This
will be ensured by putting a
condition on the certificate so
that the employer can deduct
the amount to be paid to the
government. However, if a
student joins the HT faculty,
he or she is exempted from
payment. The provision can
be effectively implemented
once the National Academic
Depository  Bill, , 2011 is
passed. However, Ae said all
this was subject to the ap-
proval of the Finance Minis-
try. ‘

And to make the IITs
world-class institutions, it
was decided that the IIT sys-
tem would produce 40,000
Ph.Dsby 2020 at an average of
10,000 a year. To tide over the
faculty shortage, the strength
would be enhanced to 16,000
with an additional 4,000 to be
appointed every year.

Agreeing to the IIT Direc-
tors’ demand for more finan-
c¢ial  and administrative
autonomy, the Council asked
them to come up with a road
map for ensuring accountabil-
ity.
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Students will have to repay the expenditure incurred on them
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By Ritika Chopra in New Delhi

STUDENTS of the Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs) are set to be under
a debt burden from their

first day in class.

According to a new proposal, gen--
eral category IIT graduates may
soon have to pay back the money
that the government incurs on their

.education as soon as they find a job

after passing out.

‘The 15 premier engineering institutes
and the human resource development
ministry gave their “in principle” nod to
the proposal, which has been touted as a
‘workable altemative to hiking tuition

fees of the IT

The reimbursed amount will go to the
IIT from where a student graduates.
The step is believed to be in line with the
government’s efcflorts to give more

to the ITTs.

The landmark decision, taken at
‘Wednesday’s meeting of the IIT Coun-

cil, the highest decision-making body
these institutes, will not apply to stu-

of

dents from SC, ST and OBC (non-
creamy layer) categories. Nor will it
8Dl€}l‘y to those going in for higher studies

HRD ter Kapil Sibal said the idea
of: givmg back to the institute was agreed
upon during a discussion on the Kakod-
kar Committee recommendation which

had proposed that the ITTs increase the

eir

annual tuition fee four times from

Turn to Page 3
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Govt plans to recover
costsfrom IIT students

‘SHEKHAR VADAY.

Continued from page 1

Kapil Sibal
350, 000 each year to mythlng between ¥2  gaiq t':ne idea
1akh to ¥2,5 lakh per was agreed
W waws shot. Goom th that, broposttion as i
we do not, want to burden the students Upon during
families. Students will continue to pay ~a discussion
50,000 a.s:betr annual feo but they willbe - on Kakodkar
ween
the tutfion fok and tie actust expenditure
lncurred by the ins'.itute on suggestions.
they start working,

Sources sald the p back pro-
posalis “reasonable”. IIT gradu-
ntes are in great :r?mand and

les.
Rnughly half the students of

an IIT are from the general cat-

egory because 49.5 per cent of
the seats are reserved. A rough
estimate pegs the total expen-
diture on an IIT BTech gradu-
ate over klur years at ¥6 lakh to
8 lakh. The student will not be
linble to pay the difference
between the fuition fee and the
actual expenditure in case he
studies further like pursue

‘But the moment a student gets -

a job, irrespective of whether it
1s in the government or the pri-
vate sector. the loan meter will

start ti . It was decided at
the meeﬁng that students will
only need to ret

installmen

“A student who eventually
becomes a researcher or joins an
IIT as a faculty member will also
be exempted as we want to
encourage research and stu-
dents to become teachers. In
case the student remains unem-

ployed, we won't expect him to  shir

pay,” Sibal added. It is, anyway,

urn the amount ]

;and I1Ts’ actual expenditure
‘once they getajob

- ® A COMMON entrance exami-
“nation for all engineering Insti-
tutesinthe country tobein
place by 20t

‘mAN WI’OWERED task force

, willbe constituted for imple-

rare for an ﬂ’l‘ grnduate o

remain unempi

Even though mm!stry

he IITs have ageed upon thls

pruposal “in pi

only be imj lementedllslbal

get the finance ministry on

board. Obvmnsly then, as of

now, there is no deadline for

implementaﬂon of this decision.
Another hurdle would be CO

ensure that students do not

'k their responsibility of
ing back. Sibal said the shift

on centre Inthe NCRregion
“demat" degrees and certiflc

COUNCIL MEETING DECISIONS K

A COMMON web portal for aII i
IiTs to be created

ATASK force will be set up to :
ok into the Increasing nel:‘n'; i

ber of sulcldes by 1T stu

NIT DELHI to setup an exten-

will take care of this problem.
La.sc year, the minister had
unced the start of a process
for che establishment of a

national database of acndemlc sic

qualifications (degrees or certifi-
cates from school to graduate
and poitnadumg levels, mc[l:fgh
rofessional emes),w
mg'p d maintained

in a digital fom it by an identi-
ned, regxtered depository For
his purpose, the HRD minist;

will be worked out
b IITs.

had constituted a task force
under the supervision of IIT-

ctor Sanjay Dhande.
degree eventually goes

to the employer. Once the exam

demat system is in place, an IIT
graduate’s degree will reflect
the Insti-

¢ the obligation to

the employer,” sald
Sibal ndcung tbat the detai]s

Currently, there are 150 engi-
neering entrance exams to
choose from. The rationale
behind the common entrance

for engineerlng orten
quoted by Sibal as “his dream’

15 to reduce psychological and

financial stress on students and

give more importance to Class

12 results than private conchlng

ed t

replace the joint entrance

examination (JEE) for admis-

sion to the IITs and other engi-
neering tests with one omnibus

entrance examination by 2013

ns proposed by the sh pow-

committee headed by seci-

es ence and technology secretary

“A student’s Class XII board
results will be taken into

an all-India meri
pared. The exact weightage to
be given to the board results
and the entrance examination
has not been decided yet,” the

list will be pre-

Dropesed six ways in which me
admission of a candidate can be

0 determined on the basis of

board results and the entrance
test score. Based on the feed-
back to the six methods at the
council meeting, the final report
will be prepared and submitted
in a month’s time.

‘The ITT Council has decided to
a set up a task force to look into
the reasons for increasing sui-

cides by IIT students and a sep-

- arate task force for implementa-

tion of the recommendations of

* the Kakodkar committee for
enhancing

the autonomy of the

IIT system to expand the

research output at IITs. They

to produce 10,000 PhD grad-

uates annually from around
1,000 at present.

ritika.chopra@mailtoday.in
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One SAT-like
test for liTs

and all engg
colleges, fee
payback plan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE council of II'TS today proposed a pan-
India common entrance aptitude test for
admission to engineering programmes —
II'Ts and other colleges as well — posmbly
from 2013.

This will replace the current system of a
joint entrance examination for ITTs and sepa-
rate tests for state engineering colleges. Offi-
cials said private colleges can use this test too.

Another proposal is toweaken the clout
of coaching institutes by giving weightage
to Class XII exam results. However, states
need to be on board with a normalization
process given that each has its own board
examinations.

The Indian Statistical Institute has been
roped in towork out the details.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal said that the
single test — on the lines of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test in the US — would reduce
stress for students and improve access to ed-
ucation, “The IIT system must reflect diver-
sity. The aam eadmi must get into these insti-
tutes,” Sibal said.

The Kakodkar committee had recom-
mended raising the fees to Rs 2 lakh a year.
Sibal said this would be factored in but ITT
fees would remain the same at Rs 50,000
peryear.

However, an estimated 25% of the gen-
eral students — whose annual income is
above Rs 4 lakh — will have to pay back the
“difference” (Rs 6 lakh at the rate of Rs 1.5
lakh per year) on employment, he said.

Those who do PhDs or join ITTs as fac-
ulty will, however, be exempt from paying
this. Thls proposal will go to the finance
ministry. This is expected to incentivise
those taking up doctoral research and teach-
ing positions, Sibal said.
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IIT council for
single entrance

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 14

The IIT Council, the high-
est decision making body of
the premier institutes, has
proposed to implement sin-
gle entrance exam for all
engineering institutes, like
IITs, NITs and other engi-
neering colleges, in the
country from 2613.

Union human resource
development minister
Kapil Sibal stated that the
proposal will be put before
the Central Advisory Board
of Education committee
(the highest advisory body
on education) and the state
education ministers for
their approval. “We want
them on board so that the
state engineering colleges
too become part of this sin-
gle entrance examination
which we propose to imple-
ment by 2013,” Mr Sibal
stated, The government
had constituted a commit-
tee under secretary to the
department of science and
technology, T. Ramasami,
to examine the implemen-
tation of a single entrance
test.

“A system of equalisation
of marks will be created for
students passing Class 12.
‘A weightage will be given
to these marks, along with
the marks secured in the
smgle entrang.e ~gxam to

ate 12 -nationa} merit
sk Mr.5ibhl added, The
Indian Statistical Institute
will put in place a mathe-
matical formuia for equali-
sation of marks.

The IIT ¢ouncil has reject-
ed an immediate hike in
the tuition fee of the insti-
tutes put forth by the Anil
Kakodkar Committee in
January this year,
However, a deferred
increase of tuition fee will
be charged from students.

CAT 2011 WILL
SEE CHANGES
IN FORMAT

K.A. DODHIYA
MUMBAI, SEPT. 14

With only 40 days remain-
ing for the Common
Aptitude Test (CAT) 2011,
the organisers have
anncunced some changes
in the format of the exams.

According to the organis-
ers, unlike the previous
editions of the exam, aspi-
rants wanting to get into
one of the 13 Indian
Institutes of Management
(IIM) colleges, will have to
appear for only two sec-
tions instead of three, with
an additional five minutes
that will help them appear
for the exam in a more
relaxed environment.

Throwing light on the
new format, an Indian
Institute of Management
official revealed that out of
the two sections, the first
would aim at testing the
quantitative and data
interpretation ability of
the students, while the sec-
ond section would deal
with testing the verbal and
logical reasoning skills of
the students.

The,.two sectlpns ‘will
ﬁave 60 guesticns each,
and will have to be
attempted in a duration of
70 minutes each.

“The stress is more on
testing the students’ capac-
ity to do mental calcula.
tions, which will be done in
the first section that will
have mathematical prob-
lems... The second section
will involve testing the
analysing and logical
prowess ," said the official.

Financial Express ND

15/09/2011

Page 9 of 19

P-3

IIT fee goes up
4-fold, hike can
be paid post job

mOne engmeermgtest from13

fe Bureau

New Delhi, Sept 14: The
ministry of human re
source development
(MHRD) on Wednesday an-
nounced a four-fold hike in
thefees of Indian Institutes
of Technology (ITTs) to 32
lakh from current $50,000.
Thehikeisnotapplicableto
SC/8Tsand OBCs.

The silver lining is that
theentryfee will stillremain
at ¥50,000 while a student
will be required to pay the
balance ¥1.5 lakh after get-
tingajobininstalments. The
quantumof instalmentshas
notbeenfixedasyet.

“The cost factor for an
IIT student is ¥6-8 lakh and
there was a proposal to in-
crease the fees to 2 lakh,
Wedecided that the student
can repay the balance ¥1.5
lakh once he starts earn-
ing,” said union HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibalafter chair-

" ingtheIT Councilmeeting.

In another significant
decision and the one that
will reduce the burden of
multiple entrance exami-
naticns on the students,
theministry hasalsodecid-
ed to conduct only one
entrance exam for engi-
neering from 2013 besides
giving weightage toclass12
board marks.

“Theobjéctive test willbe
like SATwhichwilltestthea
student’s general knowl-
edge and non-subject mat-
ter. An all-India merit list
willbemadeaftertakingthe
class 12 marks in to account
andthetest,” Sibal added.

In fact, for the fee hike,
the govgrnment is also en-

' couraging students to go"
for a PhD in engineering
and so, students who go for
higher studies after their B
Techwillnothavetopaythe
balance 1.5 lakh till they
get a job, The ministry
has also set a target to
produce 40,000 PhDs from
the IIT system by 2020
besides increasing the fac-
ulty to 16,000 from the cur-
rent4,000.

The decision will be dis-
cussed with the finance
ministry, the state govern-
ments and the Central Ad-
visory Board of Education,
whichisthehighestadviso-
ry body for theministry

“We need tocompete and
go ahead of China and be-
come world leaders in re-
searchand technology Fur-
ther, administrative and
financial autonomy of the
IITsisimportantand salary
top-ups should be allowed,”
Sibaladded.

The decisiontoscrapthe
HTJEE isinline withthe T
Ramasami Committee re-
port, which recommended
tohaveasingleentranceex-
amination for admission to
engineering courses.

Around 500,000 engi-
neering graduates come
out of our engineering col-
leges. This number would
cross one million in 34
years,accordingtothe Anil
Kakodkarcommittee, which
suggested the fee hike. Only
about 1% of IIT BTechs do
PhD atthe ITTs, it said.

Sibal said a task force of
IIT directors will be set up
to submit proposals to the
government in a month’s
time for implementation.
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[ITs seek fee hike and
common test with NITs

Akshaya Mukul | TNN

New Delhi: OIT Council on
Wednesday decided to have a
common entrance test for
OTs/NITs, state government-
run and private engineering
colleges throughout the ¢oun-
try from 2013,

It decided to go for a com-
plicated feehike. But thereisa
catch - both decisions are sub-
jecttoapproval from state gov-
~ernments and the finance
- ministry Incase it doesnot get

states’ nod, only IITs/NITs —
under the Centre— would have
a common test. The fee struc-
ture decided by the council,
the highest decision-making
body of the IITs, is complex.
While students at the admis-
sion time will pay existing fee,
after they pass out 25% of stu-
dents (other than SCs/STs/
OBCs) who can afford hike of
Rs15lakhtoRs2lakhsuggest-
ed by Anil Kakodkar commit-
tee, would be made to pay the
amount to their institutions.
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liT for pan-india common entrance test

The council of Indian Institute of Technology (I1ITs) on
Wednesday proposed a pan-India common entrance test
for admission to engineering programmes possibly from
2013. After a meeting of the council, which stretched for
over ftve hours, Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal,
however, said the concurrence of the Central Advisory
Board of Education and state education ministers would
be sought before implementing the proposals. PTI
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Common entrance
test for engineering
colleges from 2013

PNS B NEW DELHI

Engineering aspirants have
reasons to rejoice. The IIT
Council on Wednesday decid-
ed to hold one all India
entrance aptitude test by 2013-
14, instead of the existing sys-
tem of multiple exams for engi-
neering colleges at State and
Central level, including IITs.
The Council’s decision is “sub-
ject to approval by the Central
Advisory Board of Education
{CABE) and clearance of the
State Education Ministers”
The council meeting
presided by HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal decided that an all
India merit list would be pre-
pared with weightage given to
the marks obtained by the

aspirant in Class XII.Board-

examination on the basis of an
equalisation formula worked
out by the Indian Statistical
Institute (ISI) Kolkata. This
would be supplemented by the
tharks acquired in the National
Aptitude Test conducted on the
lines of S;}T. However, the
quanturmn of weightage given to
each is yet to beg?iecgidgzl

The Council, which delib-
erated upon Dr Ramaswami
report on JEE reforms, also
decided to divert the focus of
IIT from undergraduate cours-
es to post-graduate and
research-oriented to elevate
the standards of premier insti-
tutes to “world cfass”.

“The basis for reform in
the examination process that
reduces dependency on coach-
ing, aligning the testing process
to Class XIi syllabus, reducing
the multiplicity of tests to one
was considered,” Sibal said.

Further, based on the rec-
ommendations of the com-
mittee headed by Anil
Kakodkar the Council decided

*THE COUNCIL, WHICH "
DELIBERATED UPON DR -
"RAMASWAMI REPORT -~
-ON JEE REFORMS, ALSO -
DECIDED TO DIVERT THE
.FOCUS OF IiT FROM K
.UNDERGRADUATE -
'COURSES TO
POSTGRADUATEAND
'RESEARCH-ORIENTED TO
 ELEVATE THE STANDARDS
:OF PREMIER INSTITUTES
.70 "WORLD CLASS”
to prepare a roadmap for tak-
ing IITs to global excellence.
The Council decided to con-
stitute an Empowered Task
Force for implementation of
the recommendations for

enhancing the administrative
and financial autonomy of the

"IIT system with respect to

recruitments and topping up of
salaries of faculties. “This was
aimed at expansion of the
research output of IITs to pro-
duce 10,000 PhD graduates
annually which are presently
about 1000,” Sibal pointed out.

The raise in fee structure
from 50,000 to T2 lakh per
annum would not be changed.
“But this would be without caus-
ing hardship to students who are
unable to afford,” said Sibal.

The entrance fee would
continue to remain ¥50,000 but
students at the time of obtain-
ing employment after passing
out would enter into an agree-
ment with the IIT for paying
back the amount in install-
ments within a time frame.
Students who do not obtain any
employment or who proceed
for a career in research shall not
be expected to arrive at
such agreement,
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IITs to decide
on joint BE test

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 13

IIT council, the highest
decision making body of
the premier institutes, will
on Wednesday discuss the
much-delayed human
resources development
(HRD) ministry proposal to
implement single entrance
exam for all engineering
institutes like IITs, NITs
and engineering colleges in
the country,

The council will again
discuss a proposal, put
forth by the Anil Kakodkar
committee in January this
year, to hike the tuition fee
of the institutes. The pro-
posal to hike the tuition fee
by a whopping five-fold had
been deferred after strong
opposition by the HRD min-
istry during the last meet-
ing.

The science and technolo-
gy secretary, Mr T
Ramaswami, is scheduled
to make a presentation on
the issue of a single engi-

The proposal to
hike tuition fees
by a whopping
five-fold had
been deferred !
after strong.
opposition by the
HRD ministry !

neering entrance examina-
tion to all IIT directors at
the meeting. X

A committee under Mr
Ramaswami was charged
with the responsibility of
recommending reforms in
the IIT-JEE to reduce finan-
cial and mental stress on
students. i

The IIT Council meeting
is also slated to discuss the
increasing number of sui-
cides by students on' cam-
pus. i

This year, IITs :have
reported seven suicidés.
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‘ndians are absorbing global engineering technology to
‘Imeet local needs India is known to be a melting pot of
Acultures. And pretty soon, it can also stake the same
claim to the field of engineering. India is now a destina-
tion for many an MNCs for engineering and technology
production. The Indian workforce shares cutting edge
engineering from leading engineering superpowers in
Europe, Americas, Asia and Middle East. The end result
spells an engineering-empowered nation. \ .

LINDE- LEADING THE WAY

‘The Linde Group is a world-leading gases and engineering
company with around 49,100 employees working in more
than 100 countries worldwide. In the 2010 financial year, it
achieved sales of 12.868 billion euro. The strategy of The
Linde Group is geared towards sustainable earnings-based
growth and focuses on the expansion of its international
business with forward-looking products and services.
Linde acts towards its sh , busi
partners, employees, society and the environment — in
every one of its business areas, regions and locations
across the globe. Linde is committed to technologies and
products that unite the goals of customer value and sus-
tainable development. The Engineering Division focuses
on promising market segments such as olefin plants, natu-
ral gas plants and air separation plants, as well as hydro-
gen and synthesis gas plants. Linde plants are used in a
wide variety of fields: in the petrochemical and chemical

industries, in refineries, fertiliser plants and in the phar- *

maceutical industry. Linde also constructs plants to recov-
er air gases, produce hydrogen and synthesis gases and
treat natural gas. .

Unlike its competitors, Linde has its own extensive
process engineering expertise in the planning, project
development and construction of turnkey industrial
plants. The Gas division offers a wide range of compressed:
and liquefied gases as well as chemicals useful in energy
sector, steel production, chemical processing, environmen-
tal protection, and welding, as well as in food processing,
glass production and electronics. Linde is eyeing medical
gases and eco-friendly hydrogen technology as a part of its
fast growing healthcare business.

MUSIC RE-ENGINEERED

Parsang Mediacom adds a new dimension in music and
entertainment with a smart sing-along Persang Mediacom
karaoke system that also bundles up as a professional DVD
system. The ‘all-in-one’ system can play DVD, CDG, VCD,
Audio and MP3 discs and comes with India’s largest song
collection of over 40,000 songs and song list featuring

Engineering fora
better world

chartbusters from English, Hindi, Bengali, Malayalam, Kanna-
da etc. New songs are updated every month and songlists in
Gujarati, Marathi and Bhojpuri to shall be intreduced soon.
The system also allows you to record your own karacke version
to a USB. There is a 5-band selective equalizer, song search and
selection in 3 convenient ways., with options to adjust tempo of
music, voice pitch, lyric support, melody maker etc.

There is an additional support of 2 wireless microphones
operable in tested range of upto 50 feet. Matching the perform-
ance of this Korean- import product, Persang Mediacom also
offers online music store, trouble shooting, sales and service to
karaoke crazy fraternity. :

'

COMMITTED TOWARDS ECO-FRIENDLINESS
Shree Kali Fashions International strive to make Surat a
green work environment and promote the, spirit of eco-
friendly industrialization by offering turnkey solutions in
waste management and recycling plant. They have intro-
duced a unique waste, tyre and plastic recycling plant made
by Chinese technology, which breaks down tyre, rubber,
plastic etc in a pollution free manner. Pravesh Goyal of
Shree Kali Fashions International shys, “The
recycling plants can handle 5-10 tonnes of waste per day. The
10-tonne recycling plants give an excellent return of invest-
ment in as low as 8-9 months”. o
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A new B.Tech. programme with new features

D elhi University will
launch a new four-year
programme, B.Tech./B.S. in
innovation with
mathematics and IT, from
this October. It is designed to
combine mathematics and
computer science. Students
will also be able to choose
between genetics and
molecular biology,
management and economics
orelectronics asan -
additional subject. The
programmie also includes an
engineering kitchen to allow
students to experiment
freely, an interactive link
with village systems and
slum clusters for insight and
internships with labs and
other institutions
throughout the country,

The course will be run at
the university’s newly-
established Cluster
Innovation Centre., The fee
structure has been fixed at

Rs.5.000 per semester.

ndira Gandhi National

Open University will soon
establish a “Gyandeep Centre
of Excellence” to serve as a
national-level coordinating
body between the university
and the Indian Army. The
centre will also promote
educational facilities and
develop compatible
curriculum for Army
personnel. More than 300
Army officers have already
been admitted for the MBA
programme.

The university will also
soon launch a series of post-
graduate medical
programmes. Three full-time
two-year programmes in
anaesthesia, radio diagnosis

and critical care medicine for -

those with an MBBS degree
are in the pipeline. IGNOU
has already established a
medical cell to develop these

A
X

courses and recruitment of

staff has already begun, The
university website has more
details,

amia Millia Islamia

University's Human
Rights Forum of the
Department of Political
Science is organising a
lecture in Delhi on
“Rethinking politics and !
political” by Dr. Hilal Ahmed

. in the Seminar Room of the

Political Science Department
at 2 p.m, this Thursday.

Also at 2-30 p.m. the same
day, a workshop by the
Counselling and Guidance
Centre on “Handling stress
in everyday life” will be led

by clinical psychoelogists
Pratibha Anand Singh,
Komal Manshani and
Mohammad Altaf Paul in the
Committee Room of Jamia's
Nehru Guest House,

he University of
Liverpool has launched a
post-graduate degree course _

on Internet Economics.

The one-year, full-time
course has been developed
out of an existing programme
on game theory which was
initially launched in Europe
last year, The new
programme combines the
elements of this course with
the economics of the
Internet, focusing on
systems that allow people to
buy, sell and communicate
online and the study will
include analysis to help
understand the influence of
online social networks which
can be used for advertising

purposes and the modelling
of customer behaviour.,
The course will begin in
September 2012 but
admissions are now open
until August 2012, The
university has advised
students to apply early in .
order to complete their
documentation procedure, #
More information is
available at http;//
www.livacuk/study/ .

he University of

Northampton, UK, will
conduct on-the-spot :
admissions in Delhi on
September 23 and 24 and is
also offering a 25 per cent
merit scholarship for
international students
applying for both under-
graduate and post-graduate
courses, The university
recruitment manager will
hold the interview sessions.

Vijetha S.N
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Soon, a tool to
measure pain

Washington: Scientists from the Stan-
ford University Schoolof Medicineclaim
tohave taken the first step towards devel-
oping a diagnostic tool which could mea-
sure the presence or absence of pain.

The new tool would use patterns of
brain activity to give an objective physio-
logic assessment of whether someone
is in pain, say the scientists who
used functional magnetic resonance
imaging scans of the brain combined
with advanced computer algorithms
to accurately predict thermal pain 81 %
of the time.

“People have been looking for a pain
detector for a very long time. We’re hope-
ful we can eventually use this technology
for better detection and better treatment
of chronic pain,” said Sean Mackey, the
lead scientist.

The scientists stressed that future
studies areneeded to determine whether
these methods will work to measure
various kinds of pain, such as chronic
pain, and whether they can distinguish
accurately between pain and other emo-
tionallyarousing states, such as anxiety
or depression. e

e
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